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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES 
COMMITTEE held on 30 July 2009 in the Uniform Groups’ Headquarters, Fiddlers 
Lane, Saughall 
 
In attendance:  Councillor DF Holman (in the Chair) 
 Councillor Mrs J Johnson 
 Councillor RK Shukla 
 Councillor RA Storrar 
 Councillor A Warrington 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young 
 
Also in attendance: Councillors WI Humphrey  and Mrs JE Storrar 
 
28 APOLOGIES FOR AUTHORISED ABSENCE 
 
 No apologies for absence were received. 
 
29 MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 No declarations of interest were received. 
 
30 MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Minutes of the last meeting of the Committee held on 21 May 2009 

be confirmed as a correct record. 
 
31 REVIEW OF THE COUNCIL’S INSURANCE COVER 
 
 The Committee considered emails from the Clerk and the Insurance Company 

concerning the Council’s excess.  Despite repeated requests the Clerk had 
been unable to get the Insurance Company to set out any proposals that 
would vary the excess that would leave the Council in a better position. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That in light of no further information on the possibility of revising the Council’s 

insurance excess, the Council be RECOMMENDED to leave it as it currently is 
at £500. 

 
32 ANNUAL AUDIT – RISK MANAGEMENT 
 
 Both the Clerk and the Chairman had undertaken a Risk Management 

Evaluation using the Risk Management software package purchased on the 
recommendation of the External Auditor, following the 2007/08 Audit of 
Accounts.  It was noted that this exercise had taken an inordinate amount of 
time to complete. 

 
 Some additional risks had been identified by the Chairman and they would 

now be added to the resulting action plan.  This plan now needed to be 
populated.  The aim was to consider each risk and how it might be mitigated. 
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 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the additional risks be added to the action plan and then the Clerk, 

Chairman and Councillor Mrs JM Young meet, at a mutually convenient time, 
to discuss the actions to be taken in respect of each risk and complete the 
action plan for consideration and adoption by the Council. 

 
33 GOLDEN JUBILEE PARK 
 

(a) Fiddlers Lane Play Area Annual Inspection Report – 30 December 2008 
 
 It had been agreed at the last meeting that Mr Alan Dymond of Morral Play 

Solutions be asked to inform when he would be carrying out the next 
Quarterly Play Equipment Inspection so that Members could meet him in 
the Golden Jubilee Park to discuss the Annual Play Inspection Report 
compiled by him and ask questions in order to get a better understanding 
of its contents and what needed to be done as a result.  The Clerk had 
asked for the date and time of the next Inspection in an email sent on 22 
May 2009 but confirmation of when the Inspection would be carried out had 
not yet been received. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to remind Mr Dymond  that he must provide he 

date and time of the next Quarterly Play Equipment Inspection. 
 
(b) Drainage Work 
 
 It was reported that the drainage work that the Council had commissioned 

would be carried out by Mr Paul Edwards, weather permitting, in the first 
week of September 2009 and would be in the sum of £880. 

 
(c) New Gates and Posts 
 
 It was considered that the current In and Out gates were too narrow.  A 

quote had been received from Paul Edwards in the sum of £660 to remove 
the two existing gates and posts, including all casing/concrete currently 
holding the posts in the ground and to concrete in four new posts and hang 
two new 14 feet gates.  This quotation included the costs of the new gates 
and posts, hinges, locks, disposal of waste and labour. 

 
 Members considered the quote and the need to make the ground good 

following the removal of the current posts. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Mr Paul Edwards be requested to reconsider the quote for new gates 

and posts submitted in respect of the need to make the ground good, 
following removal of the current posts and revise his quote, if deemed, 
necessary so that the Council can consider it and any others received for 
all the work required in respect of this, at its meeting scheduled for 7:30pm 
on Monday 3 August 2009. 
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(d) Park Benches 
 
 Councillor WI Humphrey  set out what could be done to secure the loose 

park bench.  A quote for this work would be obtained from Mr H Wilkinson 
for consideration at the Council meeting on 3 August 2009. 

 
 The Council had in total six park benches.  It was proposed that they all be 

allocated to the Golden Jubilee Park and once the new primary school 
building was completed a further bench be purchased and located in the 
Church Road/Saughall Hey area so older people could rest when they 
visited the post office. 

 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1)  the Council be RECOMMENDED to agree the above proposal to 
purchase a further bench at the appropriate time;  and 

 
(2) the quote to secure the loose bench be considered at the next Council 

meeting scheduled for 7:30pm on Monday, 3 August 2009 
 
(e) Letter dated 4 June 2009 from Monster Play Systems Ltd offering to carry 

out an Annual Play Equipment Services at a cost of £255+VAT 
 
 This item of business had been referred for consideration by the Council at 

its meeting on 6 July 2009 (Minute No 262/2009 refers). 
 
 The Council already had a contract with Morral Play Solutions to carry out 

Quarterly Play Equipment Inspections.  In previous years Chester City 
Council had commissioned an Annual Play Inspection Report which it had 
funded.  It was not known if this would continue under the new principal 
authority, Cheshire West and Chester (CWAC) Council’s administration. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That before a decision is taken on whether or not to commission Monster 

Play Systems Ltd to carry out an Annual Play Equipment Inspection, 
Councillor RA Storrar, in his capacity as a CWAC Council Member, be 
requested to establish whether CWAC Council is intending to fund Annual 
Play Equipment Inspections for parish councils. 

 
(f) CCTV Equipment 
 
 At the last meeting of the Council held on 6 July 2009 consideration had 

been given to the CCTV equipment installed in the Park which was being 
tampered with on a regular basis (Minute No 249/2009 refers).  It had been 
agreed that anti vandal paint was not the answer because the vandals 
used a stick to interfere with the equipment.  It had been proposed that the 
value of the equipment be reconsidered as it was not a deterrent but a 
target. 
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 It was noted that when PCSO Mike Butler had worked in Saughall he used 
to examine what had been recorded by the camera and that PCSO Sue 
Morrison did not. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Mrs JM Young be requested to raise the matter of the 

CCTV camera and the need to regularly review its footage at her next 
meeting with Inspector Ian Thorp. 

 
(g) Cheshire Probation Service – Community Pay Back Scheme 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young set out the work that the Probation Service had 

agreed offenders carrying out Community Service could undertake in the 
Golden Jubilee Park, using its own equipment.  This included trimming 
bushes, hedges and trees, strimming, litter picking and filling in rabbit holes 
in the perimeter path.  Work on the pond could not be undertaken for 
health and safety reasons.  The total cost to the Council for a weekends 
work would be £50. 

 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) the Council be RECOMMENDED to agree to allow the Probation 
Service to undertake the work detailed above in the sum of £50 during 
the weekend 22-23 August 2009;  and 

 
(2) other areas to receive attention and a tidy up through the Community 

Pay Back Scheme include the top of Long Lane and between Church 
Road and Parkway (55A Church Road). 

 
(h) Safety Surface Beside the Slide 
 
 The safety surface to the side of the slide had been damaged leaving a 

torn patch.  Mr A Dymond of Morral Play Solutions had informed that it 
would cost approximately £150 to repair the area measuring 1.4x1.1m. 

 
 It was proposed that instead of carrying out a repair to this safety surface it 

be removed in September 2009 and turf be laid instead. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Mr A Dymond of Morral Play Solutions be asked if the above proposal 

would be acceptable in respect of health and safety regulations. 
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34 EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That, under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and 

public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the item of 
business listed below on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of 
exempt information as defined in paragraph 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the 
Act.  The public interest test has been applied and favours exclusion of the 
information from the press and public: 

 
Item Paragraph(s) 
Policing Arrangements in 
Saughall 

1 Information relating to any 
individual 
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MATTERS CONSIDERED IN THE ABSENCE OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
27 POLICING ARRANGEMENTS IN SAUGHALL 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young brought Members up to date with developments in 

respect of the policing arrangements in Saughall. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the position be noted. 
 


